
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH 1160 February 3, 1995
divides many of us, not on the principle
but on the details.

Roll Call has recently had a headline
in which it talks about a civil war over
term limits in which organizations
that support certain numbers of years
have actually had campaigns against
those who support longer term limits. I
have introduced House Resolution 66,
which is a proposition that hopefully
accommodates all of those who are in-
terested in this issue. It would set a 12-
year outer limit by this constitutional
amendment, but would also recognize
that States would not be preempted
from setting lower limits by State
statute if they chose to do so.

I would urge those who support the
concept of term limits to examine
House Resolution 66. It accommodates
the principle of term limits, but recog-
nizes the importance of States to set
lower limits if they chose to do so.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT ON AMENDMENT
PROCESS FOR THE CRIME BILLS

(Mr. SOLOMON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I wish
to announce to Members that the Rules
Committee will meet next Monday,

February 6, at 2 p.m. to consider rules
for the first two of the six crime bills
ordered reported by the Judiciary Com-
mittee.

The first two bills are: H.R. 665, Vic-
tim Restitution Act, and H.R. 666, Ex-
clusionary Rule Reform Act.

The chairman of the House Judiciary
Committee has requested that each of
these bills be considered under an open
rule. He has further requested that the
rule include a provision giving priority
in recognition to Members who have
caused their amendments to be printed
in the amendment section of the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD prior to their con-
sideration.

There is a strong possibility that the
Rules Committee will report the rules
requested, and Members may want to
avail themselves of the option of pre-
filing amendments in order to gain pri-
ority in recognition, though there is no
requirement that they do so. Members
will still be recognized whether their
amendments are in the RECORD or not.

Later in the week it is anticipated
that the Judiciary Committee will be
coming to the Rules Committee with
four additional crime bills. They are:
H.R. 668, Criminal Alien Deportation
Improvements Act; H.R. 667, Violent
Criminal Incarceration Act; H.R. 729,
Effective Death Penalty Act, and H.R.

728, Local Government Law Enforce-
ment Block Grants Act.

Of these, the Criminal Alien Deporta-
tion Improvements Act may also be
considered under an open rule with an
option to gain priority in recognition
by pre-printing amendments in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

The remaining three bills may be
considered for amendment under the 5-
minute rule, with a possible overall
time limitation on the amending proc-
ess. There would also be the option to
gain priority in recognition by pre-
printing amendments in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.

If Members choose to avail them-
selves of the pre-printing option,
amendments should be titled, ‘‘Submit-
ted for printing under clause 6 of Rule
XXIII,’’ signed by the Member, and
submitted at the Speaker’s table.

Members should use the Office of the
Legislative Counsel to ensure that
their amendments are properly drafted.

The amendments must still be con-
sistent with House rules. It is not nec-
essary to submit amendments to the
Rules Committee or to testify.

Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to put
Members on notice as to what sort of
amending process they might expect on
the six crime bills.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULING OF CRIME BILLS IN RULES COMMITTEE

Bill Judiciary
files

Deadline an-
nouncement Filing deadline Rules

meets
Rule on

floor

H.R. 665, Victim restitution .............................................................................................................................................................................................................. 2–2 NA (open) NA 2–6 2–7
H.R. 666, Exclusionary rule reform ................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2–2 NA (open) NA 2–6 2–7
H.R. 668, Criminal alien deportation ................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2–6 NA (open) NA 2–8 2–9
H.R. 667, Violent criminal incarceration (prisons) ........................................................................................................................................................................... 2–6 Noon, 2–7 2–8 2–9
H.R. 729, Effective death penalty ..................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2–7 Noon, 2–8 2–9 2–10
H.R. 728, Block grants ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2–8 Noon, 2–9 2–10 2–13

For the purpose of drafting amend-
ments, the text to be amended will be
available at the Judiciary Committee
Office, 2138 Rayburn House Office
Building, for the following bills on the
following dates:

H.R. 667, February 6.
H.R. 729, February 7.
H.R. 728, February 8.
Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Speaker, will the

gentleman yield?
Mr. SOLOMON. I yield briefly to my

friend, the gentleman from Missouri.
Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Speaker, under

the three bills that we are talking
about that would have a time limit,
those are habeas corpus, and what are
the three again?

Mr. SOLOMON. They are the Violent
Criminal Incarceration Act, the Effec-
tive Death Penalty Act, and the Block
Grants Act for Local Government Law
Enforcement.

Mr. VOLKMER. Habeas corpus, the
prison construction, and what was the
third one?

Mr. SOLOMON. It is the block grants
bill.

Mr. VOLKMER. The block grant.
That is on the crime prevention pro-
gram.

Mr. SOLOMON. Let me just explain.
The first three bills will more than
likely be considered under totally open

rules, and that is the way it should be.
The only exceptions to open rules
would be in the next three. In other
words, we may have to shut down de-
bate to be out of here by April 8 so
Members can have the 3 weeks back
home for Easter and the district work
period. That is terribly important.
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And there is a possibility we might
take the last three bills and limit de-
bate to one full day. That could mean
12 hours from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on each
of those last three. Hopefully we might
not even have to do that. If we can just
move along with these six crime bills,
we will have gotten them out of the
way so that we can stay on schedule for
our Easter break.

Mr. VOLKMER. Will the gentleman
be able to determine whether or not
that even would be necessary some-
what by a number of amendments that
may be prefiled?

Mr. SOLOMON. Could very well be.
We are going to consult with the mi-
nority on all of these bills.

Mr. VOLKMER. All right. And the
other thing, in other words, I would
urge Members, like you have, for peo-
ple to put them in the RECORD, and also
to contact the Committee on Rules to

give you a better idea of where you
have to go.

Mr. SOLOMON. That is correct. And
that can be very helpful to Members. I
would point out that one Member on
your side of the aisle prefiled an
amendment for another bill. It turned
out that it was a flawed amendment.
The Parliamentarians caught it. The
Member was able to correct it, and it
benefited him. It would benefit all
Members to prefile their amendments,
although there is no requirement for
that.

Mr. VOLKMER. Could I ask you one
additional question?

Mr. SOLOMON. All right. We have to
get on with it.

Mr. VOLKMER. I understand that.
But I think this is very important.

You are saying that you are talking
about an overall time limit on the
total bill, not on any one amendment.
Therefore, if there are, let us say, you
do do that on one bill, let us take the
habeas corpus bill, and let us say there
are still 50 or 60 amendments that are
offered, that means that at the end we
would still have to vote on those
amendments even though there may
not be any debate time left?

Mr. SOLOMON. Not necessarily. If
there were an overall time limitation
on the amendment process, in other
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words, the consideration of amend-
ments might cease at a particular
time. Let’s say there is 1 hour on the
rule, 1 hour on the general debate, and
6 hours on the amendment process.

With another 4 hours of walking
time—voting time—we could consume
altogether up to 12 hours on the clock.
At the end of the 6-hour debate period
for amendments, not counting the time
consumed in voting, no further amend-
ments could be considered at that
point. It would benefit Members if they
have significant amendments to decide
which of those are truly significant and
lay them out so that Members can be
to heard on those amendments. That
would be fair to your side.

Mr. VOLKMER. I thank the gen-
tleman.
f

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
ON MAKING GOVERNMENT MORE
EFFICIENT

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, since I
spoke here a week and a half ago about
the outrageous amounts of money this
body spends to provide Members of
Congress with their own gold embossed
set of code books, I received a great
deal of support from colleagues on both
sides of the aisle.

Today I will introduce a resolution
that will make a few simple changes in
the way Members obtain the United
States Code book. First of all, this res-
olution will not prevent Members from
obtaining the laws of this land for their
use as legislators.

Instead, the measure will actually
expand options for obtaining the code.
For instance, if they choose, Members
can purchase the entire code for $37 on
CD–ROM, or they can obtain the Gov-
ernment printed version of the code for
a fraction of the cost. If they really
want these gold books, buy them out of
your own office account, not the
Clerk’s contingency fund.

Mr. Speaker, today is the 81st anni-
versary of the 16th amendment which
gave the power of government to tax.
Boy, have we taxed, and, boy, have we
spent.

To people inside the beltway, saving
half a billion dollars may be small and
minuscule. To me it is a lot of money.
To the taxpayers it is a lot of money.

I urge you to support my resolution
on making Government more efficient.
f

SUPPORT AN INCREASE IN THE
MINIMUM WAGE

(Mr. KLINK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KLINK. Mr. Speaker, today the
President of the United States set for-
ward a very bold plan that is overdue,
and that is to raise the minimum wage
for workers in this Nation who have

steadily seen the erosion of their abil-
ity to support themselves and their
families.

The actual minimum wage, when ad-
justed for inflation, has fallen 50 cents
just since 1991, and it is 27 percent less
than it was back in 1979.

I ask Members on both sides, Mr.
Speaker, to support the President in
this increase in the minimum wage, be-
cause it is needed. It is needed for peo-
ple in my district.

I can remember back when we were
trying to push the earned income tax
credit as a part of President’s budget.
We got no votes from the other side,
yet 26,000 families in my area that has
been devastated by unemployment
were affected by that. It helped those
families to help themselves in this day
and age when everybody is talking
about welfare reform.

We cannot say that we can make mil-
lions of dollars on book deals when we
are in Congress but we cannot have 45
cents for the American worker. We
cannot say Members of Congress can go
play golf with lobbyists and can have
free dinners but we cannot have 45
cents for the American workers.

I laud the President, Mr. Speaker,
and ask the support of both sides of the
aisle.

f

A GREAT BIRTHDAY PRESENT FOR
RONALD REAGAN

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, we
are going to give Ronald Reagan a
great present for his birthday on Mon-
day, and in the process, we will also be
giving a great gift to the American
people, because we are finally going to
pass a line-item veto, an idea that Ron-
ald Reagan championed more than any-
one else.

As usual, he was way ahead of his
time. Say goodbye to studies on cow
flatulence, say goodbye to Belgian en-
dive research, and say goodbye to re-
search on the sex lives of certain in-
sects. Say hello to responsible govern-
ment and accountability.

If only the former majority had given
Mr. Reagan the line-item veto in the
first place, we might not be in this def-
icit mess. He could have used it to cut
out some of the $219 billion in addi-
tional spending that the guardians of
the old order added to his budget re-
quests.

But it is better late than never.
Happy birthday, President Reagan,

and this is your victory, and it is a vic-
tory for us all.

f

WHERE ARE THE JOBS
PROGRAMS?

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
economists say that the economy is
great. My question, Mr. Speaker: Are
these economists smoking dope or
what? Orange County is bankrupt. The
District of Columbia is bankrupt. The
trade deficit hit a record of $153 billion,
and Americans keep getting pink slips.

Listen to this from the State of
Washington to Kansas to Philadelphia,
Boeing just laid off 7,000 workers.

Congress, it is jobs, living-wage jobs,
and there is not a job program on the
Republican side and there is not a job
program on the Democrat side.

If there is any consolation, Mr.
Speaker, Burger King is hiring, and I
never heard of anybody that commit-
ted suicide by jumping out of a base-
ment window.

f

WE ARE KEEPING OUR WORD WITH
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. WHITFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, since
January 4 this House has taken impor-
tant steps to restore the credibility of
this institution to the American peo-
ple, and it is the American people who
pay and provide the tax dollars for this
Government to operate.

Here is what we have done in less
than 1 month: We have enacted eight
major reforms in the way Congress
does business. We have passed a bal-
anced budget amendment. We have
passed legislation to end unfunded
mandates to State and local govern-
ments. And today we move toward pas-
sage of a long-awaited line-item veto
to eliminate waste and abuse in the
Federal Government, and we are work-
ing hard, making important changes to
continue this effort.

But more important, we are keeping
our word with the American people,
and that is what they expect.

f

THE MINIMUM WAGE: PUT
WORKING PEOPLE FIRST

(Mr. FAZIO of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speak-
er, we need to put working people first.
The minimum wage increase proposed
today will allow hard-working Ameri-
cans the opportunity to take control of
their future and secure for themselves
and their families a place in America’s
middle class.

Too many Americans are struggling
to make ends meet. They work longer
hours for lower pay.

The average minimum-wage worker
brings home about half of his or her
family’s income. Sixty-five percent of
them are adults.

Providing people who are playing by
the rules with more take-home pay will
benefit not just a select few, it will
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